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Modals and Adverbs

O

Modals Adverbs

It might / may mean she wantsto = Maybe / Perhaps it means she wants

accept it. to accept it.
It could mean she doesn’t want It probably means she doesn’t want
anything. anything.

That must mean “no” That definitely means “no”




Permission :

You swim here.

You park here.
Obligation:

You fasten your belt.
You’ take off your shoes.
Prohibition:

You turn left.

Pets in this area.



How many rules can you think of for each of these places?
At the gym

In a museum

At a public swimming pool

In a movie theater

On an airplane

At work
For example: at the gym, you wear sneakers or
other athletic shoes. You’ wear regular

shoes.



Understanding Idioms

O

» Idioms can be a problem
for language learners.
They often seem to make m
no sense at all. For
example: imagine your very easy to do
English friend tells you his
math exam was “ a piece A
of cake”. Do you imagine
him at school, sitting in
front of a sweet dessert? The exam was
In fact, he’s saying the a piece of cake.
exam was really easy.




Understanding Idioms

» if you ask a friend to hang
out, you might hear, sorry
“I can’t tonight. I ‘m
feeling a little under the
weather.” it may sound
like rain is coming, but
really it means that your

friend feels sick.

Under the weather

Feeling sick or unwell

"’m not coming to work today—
I'm feeling under the weather."

o




Understanding Idioms

» If you have a difficult
roommate, you might say,
“My roommate has loud
parties every night, but
last night was the last
straw. They played music
till 5 AM! I'm moving
out” a last straw is a final
problem that makes
someone take action.

The straw that broke
the camel's back




» Have you ever asked Ring a bell
someone if they know
something, and they reply,
“That rings a bell? They’re
not hearing music! They
mean that what you're
saying sounds familiar,
and they think they've
heard it before.

Something that sounds familiar.




