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Chapter Seven  

Private Lives  

Reading Passage : Private Lives  

Comprehension exercise page (65, 66) 

 

Building Vocabulary : Learning Noun Suffixes  

It is possible to change many verbs and adjectives into nouns by adding 

a suffix. For example, you can add the suffix (ence) to the verb depend 

to form the noun ( Dependence). The most common noun suffix in 

academic English is (tion) or (ion), as in the word education (from the 

verb educate).  

You can also change the meaning of some nouns by adding a suffix . For 

example, if you add the suffix (ship) to the noun (relation) you get the 

noun (relationship) . You can expand your vocabulary quickly by 

learning common noun suffixes.  

 

Examples:  

1. Verb + ence = noun 

Occur , occurrence                                         differ, difference  

2. Verb + ment = Noun  

Pay , Payment 

3. Verb + ation = Noun  

Relax, relaxation  

 

 



 

4. Verb + tion / ion = Noun  

Appreciate, appreciation                        exhaust, exhaustion  

5. Adjective  + ness =Noun  

Sad, sadness                               gentle, gentleness 

6. Adjective + ance = Noun   

Important, importance 

 

 Building Skill: Identifying Supporting Ideas  

Writers usually focus on one or two main ideas in a piece of writing. They 

then support their main ideas with examples and details. These supporting 

ideas help the reader understand and appreciate the writer’s main idea.  

 

Words to Remember 

 

Nouns Verbs Adjectives 

Edge Appreciate Gentle 

Force Depend on  

Memory Float  

sadness Gather  

 Occur  

 Reach  

 Switch  

 


