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Analysis of Chapter Ten: Word-Formation Processes in An Introductory 

English Grammar by Norman C. Stageberg 

Chapter Ten of An Introductory English Grammar (fifth edition, 2000) by 

Norman C. Stageberg, co-authored with Dallin D. Oaks, delves into the 

processes by which new words are created in the English language. Building 

on the foundational concepts of morphemes (Chapter Eight) and word 

classification (Chapter Nine), this chapter provides advanced students with a 

detailed examination of word-formation processes, offering a systematic 

framework for understanding how English vocabulary expands and evolves. It 

is a critical component of the textbook, particularly for students of linguistics 

and non-native English learners seeking to deepen their grasp of vocabulary 

development. 

Content and Structure 

Chapter Ten focuses on the various mechanisms through which new words are 

formed in English, emphasizing the dynamic nature of the language. 

Stageberg outlines several key word-formation processes, each explained with 

clear definitions and illustrative examples: 

 Derivation: This process involves adding affixes (prefixes or suffixes) 

to a base or root to create new words. For example, the suffix "-ness" 

transforms the adjective "happy" into the noun "happiness," while the 

prefix "un-" creates "unhappy." The chapter highlights how derivation 

changes a word’s meaning or grammatical category. 

 Compounding: This involves combining two or more words to form a 

new word with a distinct meaning, such as "notebook" (from "note" + 

"book") or "sunflower." Stageberg discusses how compounds can be 

written as single words, hyphenated, or separate words, depending on 

convention. 

 Conversion (Zero Derivation): This process entails changing a word’s 

part of speech without altering its form. For instance, the noun "run" 

can be used as a verb ("to run"), and the verb "brush" can function as a 

noun ("a brush"). The chapter emphasizes the flexibility of English in 

allowing such shifts. 

 Clipping: This involves shortening a longer word to create a new one, 

such as "phone" from "telephone" or "ad" from "advertisement." 

Stageberg notes that clipping often results in informal or colloquial 

terms. 

 Blending: This process combines parts of two words to form a new one, 

such as "smog" (from "smoke" + "fog") or "brunch" (from "breakfast" + 

"lunch"). The chapter explains how blends often reflect cultural or 

technological developments. 



 Acronymy and Initialism: The chapter covers the formation of words 

from the initial letters of a phrase, such as acronyms like "NASA" 

(pronounced as a word) and initialisms like "FBI" (pronounced letter by 

letter). 

 Back-Formation: This involves creating a new word by removing what 

appears to be an affix, such as "edit" from "editor" or "burgle" from 

"burglar." Stageberg highlights how back-formation often arises from 

misinterpreting a word’s structure. 

 Borrowing: The chapter discusses how English incorporates words 

from other languages, such as "ballet" from French or "sushi" from 

Japanese, reflecting the language’s historical and cultural interactions. 

The chapter also briefly addresses less common processes, such as coinage 

(inventing entirely new words, e.g., "nylon") and onomatopoeia (words 

mimicking sounds, e.g., "buzz"). Stageberg connects these processes to the 

morphemic analysis introduced in Chapter Eight, showing how morphemes 

serve as the building blocks for many word-formation strategies. 

Pedagogical Approach 

Chapter Ten is designed to be both theoretical and practical, aligning with 

Stageberg’s goal of making complex linguistic concepts accessible. The 

chapter includes exercises that encourage students to identify word-formation 

processes in given words or sentences, such as analyzing whether "television" 

involves clipping or borrowing, or identifying the components of a compound 

like "firefighter." These exercises help students apply theoretical knowledge to 

real-world language use, reinforcing their understanding of how English 

vocabulary evolves. 

The chapter’s clear explanations, supported by abundant examples from 

everyday English, ensure accessibility for both native and non-native speakers. 

Its structured approach, with concise definitions and practical applications, 

makes it an effective tool for classroom instruction and self-study, particularly 

for non-native learners in regions like Vietnam, where the textbook is widely 

used. 

Objectives 

The primary objective of Chapter Ten is to equip students with a 

comprehensive understanding of how new words are created in English, 

enabling them to analyze and expand their vocabulary systematically. By 

exploring processes like derivation, compounding, and borrowing, the chapter 

aims to deepen students’ knowledge of English morphology and its dynamic 

nature. It seeks to help students recognize patterns in word formation, which is 



particularly valuable for non-native learners aiming to master English 

vocabulary and grammar. Additionally, the chapter connects word-formation 

processes to broader linguistic and cultural contexts, fostering an appreciation 

of English as an evolving language influenced by historical, social, and 

technological factors. 

Contributions 

Chapter Ten makes significant contributions to English grammar and 

linguistics education by providing a clear and systematic framework for 

understanding word-formation processes. Its detailed exploration of 

mechanisms like derivation, compounding, and conversion offers students a 

robust tool for analyzing how English vocabulary grows, enhancing their 

ability to learn and use new words effectively. The chapter’s emphasis on 

practical exercises strengthens its pedagogical value, making it a vital resource 

for educators and students, particularly in academic settings where English is 

taught as a second language. 

By linking word formation to morphemic analysis and broader linguistic 

systems, Chapter Ten bridges theoretical linguistics with practical application, 

supporting advanced learners in mastering English vocabulary and grammar. 

Its accessibility and relevance have made it especially impactful for non-

native English learners, reinforcing the textbook’s global influence in 

grammar instruction. The chapter’s focus on the dynamic and creative aspects 

of word formation also highlights the adaptability of English, encouraging 

students to engage with the language as a living, evolving system. 

 


