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Analysis of Chapter Nine: Words and Their Types in An Introductory 

English Grammar by Norman C. Stageberg 

Chapter Nine of An Introductory English Grammar (fifth edition, 2000) by 

Norman C. Stageberg, co-authored with Dallin D. Oaks, focuses on the 

classification and analysis of words and their types in the English language. 

This chapter builds on the foundational concepts introduced in earlier 

chapters, particularly the discussion of morphemes in Chapter Eight, to 

provide advanced students with a comprehensive understanding of how words 

are categorized based on their grammatical functions and structural properties. 

It serves as a critical component of the textbook, offering a systematic 

approach to word classification that is essential for linguistic analysis and 

language mastery. 

Content and Structure 

Chapter Nine explores the concept of words as linguistic units, emphasizing 

their roles within sentences and their classification into various grammatical 

categories. Stageberg begins by defining words as combinations of 

morphemes that function as independent units of meaning or grammatical 

purpose. The chapter then categorizes words into parts of speech, providing a 

detailed examination of the major classes: nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, 

pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections. Each category is 

explained with clear definitions and examples to illustrate their syntactic roles. 

 Nouns are presented as words denoting persons, places, things, or ideas 

(e.g., "dog," "city," "happiness"), with distinctions between common 

and proper nouns, and count versus non-count nouns. 

 Verbs are described as words expressing actions, states, or occurrences 

(e.g., "run," "is," "seem"), with attention to their roles in tense, mood, 

and voice. 

 Adjectives and adverbs are discussed as modifiers, with adjectives 

describing nouns (e.g., "blue sky") and adverbs modifying verbs, 

adjectives, or other adverbs (e.g., "quickly ran"). 

 Pronouns are explained as substitutes for nouns (e.g., "he," "which"), 

covering types like personal, relative, and indefinite pronouns. 

 Prepositions and conjunctions are introduced as connectors, with 

prepositions linking nouns to other words (e.g., "in the house") and 

conjunctions joining clauses or words (e.g., "and," "because"). 

 Interjections are noted as exclamatory words expressing emotion (e.g., 

"wow"). 

The chapter also addresses form classes (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs) 

versus function words (prepositions, conjunctions, pronouns, auxiliaries), 



highlighting how form classes carry lexical meaning while function words 

primarily serve grammatical purposes. Stageberg further explores inflectional 

paradigms, showing how words change form to indicate grammatical 

categories like number (e.g., "cat" vs. "cats"), tense (e.g., "walk" vs. 

"walked"), or degree (e.g., "big" vs. "bigger"). The concept of word 

formation is revisited, linking back to morphemes by discussing processes 

like derivation (e.g., "kindness" from "kind") and compounding (e.g., 

"notebook"). 

Pedagogical Approach 

Chapter Nine is designed to be both theoretical and practical, aligning with 

Stageberg’s goal of making linguistic concepts accessible to advanced 

students. The chapter includes structured exercises that encourage students to 

identify and classify words within sentences, analyze their grammatical 

functions, and explore how inflectional changes affect meaning. For example, 

students might be asked to categorize words in a sentence like "The quick fox 

fled from danger" into their respective parts of speech or to identify 

inflectional forms of a verb like "sing" (e.g., "sang," "sung," "singing"). These 

exercises reinforce the chapter’s concepts and help students apply word 

classification to real-world language use. 

The chapter’s clear explanations and abundant examples, drawn from 

everyday English, ensure accessibility for both native and non-native speakers. 

Its structured approach, combined with practical applications, makes it an 

effective tool for classroom instruction and self-study, particularly for non-

native learners in regions like Vietnam, where the textbook is widely adopted. 

Objectives 

The primary objective of Chapter Nine is to provide students with a thorough 

understanding of word classification and their grammatical roles in English. 

By categorizing words into parts of speech and distinguishing between form 

classes and function words, the chapter aims to equip students with the skills 

to analyze sentence structure and word function. It seeks to deepen students’ 

knowledge of how words are formed and modified, building on the 

morphemic analysis from Chapter Eight to show how morphemes combine 

into words with specific syntactic purposes. For non-native learners, the 

chapter serves as a critical resource for mastering English vocabulary and 

grammar, enabling them to use words accurately in various communicative 

contexts. Additionally, it aims to connect word classification to broader 

linguistic systems, such as syntax, to foster a holistic understanding of 

language structure. 



Contributions 

Chapter Nine makes significant contributions to English grammar education 

by providing a clear and systematic framework for understanding word types 

and their functions. Its detailed classification of parts of speech and emphasis 

on the distinction between form classes and function words offer students a 

robust tool for linguistic analysis, enhancing their ability to dissect and 

construct sentences. The chapter’s focus on inflectional paradigms and word 

formation processes deepens students’ understanding of how words adapt to 

grammatical contexts, which is essential for both linguistic study and practical 

language use. 

The inclusion of practical exercises strengthens the chapter’s pedagogical 

value, making it a vital resource for educators and students, particularly in 

academic settings where English is taught as a second language. By bridging 

theoretical linguistics with practical application, Chapter Nine supports 

advanced learners in mastering English grammar and contributes to the 

textbook’s reputation as a cornerstone in linguistics education. Its clarity and 

accessibility have made it especially impactful for non-native English learners, 

reinforcing the book’s global influence in grammar instruction. 


