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Coherence

Key Aspects of Coherence

Logical Structure
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For a text to be coherent, the ideas must be logically arranged and follow a recognizable
pattern. The relationships between sentences, paragraphs, and sections should be easy to
understand, and the text should not jump from one topic to another without explanation or

transition.
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Example: In a narrative, events should be presented in a chronological order, and
in an argumentative essay, ideas should be developed logically, leading from one point
to the next.

Consistent Topic or Theme

A coherent text generally focuses on a single central topic or theme throughout, with all
parts contributing to the development of this theme. If the theme shifts too abruptly without
adequate explanation or connection, the text becomes disjointed and hard to follow.

Example: In an essay about the environment, discussing pollution, conservation efforts,
and climate change all contributes to the same overarching theme. A sudden
digression into a completely unrelated topic, like sports, would break the coherence
of the text.

Well-Defined Relationships Between Ideas

Coherence involves clear relationships between the different ideas or arguments presented
in the text. These relationships are often signaled by logical connectives (e.g., "therefore,”
"because," "for example," "in contrast"), but they can also be established through shared
knowledge, context, or a continuous development of the main theme.

Example: ""John didn't study for the exam. As a result, he failed.” o
The causal relationship between studying (or not studying) and the
outcome (failing) makes the text coherent.

Predictability and Expectation

Coherent texts often follow certain patterns or expectations that the reader has learned
from experience. For example, in a story, there is typically an introduction, a conflict, and a
resolution. In academic writing, there are often clear structures for arguments, such as a
thesis statement followed by supporting evidence and conclusion.

Example: In a research paper, it is expected that the introduction presents the
research question, the body presents supporting evidence or analysis, and the
conclusion summarizes the findings and discusses implications. This predictable
structure helps create coherence.

Shared Knowledge and Context
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Coherence is also created through shared background knowledge and context between the
speaker/writer and the listener/reader. If the audience understands the context or common
assumptions, they are able to make connections between ideas more easily.

Example: In a conversation about a recent movie, both the speaker and listener
share the knowledge of the film. Even if only brief references are made, the
conversation remains coherent because of this shared context.

Proper Use of Transitions

While cohesion involves explicit links like pronouns or conjunctions, coherence is
achieved when these links are used appropriately within a broader structure. Transitions
between ideas help the reader or listener follow the text and understand how different parts
are connected.

Example: "First," ""Additionally,” "In conclusion," etc., are transitions that
signal the relationship between ideas, helping to organize the text and guide the
reader.

Coherence vs. Cohesion

While cohesion deals with the formal and structural connections between sentences or parts
of a text, coherence is about the meaning that emerges from these connections. A text can
be cohesive (well-structured in terms of language and grammar) but still lack coherence if
the ideas do not logically follow each other or make sense as a whole.

Cohesion: The use of grammar and lexical ties (pronouns, conjunctions, etc.) to
connect parts of a text.

Coherence: The logical flow and overall sense that the text or discourse makes to
the reader or listener.

Examples of Coherent and Incoherent Texts
Coherent Text Example:

"Tom was running late for his appointment. He quickly grabbed his coat and keys
and rushed out the door. On his way to the car, he realized he had forgotten his
wallet. He hurried back to grab it, but by the time he reached the car, he was already
10 minutes late.”

This example is coherent because the events are logically connected, and the sequence of

actions is easy to follow. The ideas about Tom’s actions build on each other in a logical
order.
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Incoherent Text Example:

"Tom was running late for his appointment. He likes pizza. He quickly grabbed his
coat and keys. The weather was nice."

This example is incoherent because there is no clear relationship between the sentences.
The mention of pizza is unrelated to the rest of the actions, and the shift to the weather
doesn't contribute to the flow of the narrative. The text lacks a clear focus and logical
progression of ideas.

Why is Coherence Important?

Coherence is essential for effective communication, as it ensures that the audience can
follow the speaker's or writer’s message and understand the points being made. Without
coherence, communication becomes confusing or unclear, and the reader or listener may
struggle to grasp the intended meaning.

Coherence plays a central role in various forms of communication, including:

Narrative storytelling: Ensures that the events of a story unfold in a logical,
understandable way.

Academic writing: Helps present arguments and evidence in a manner that is easy
to follow and persuasive.

Everyday conversation: Allows speakers to present their thoughts clearly and
coherently, leading to better mutual understanding.

Conclusion

Coherence is a fundamental aspect of effective communication that makes sure a text,
conversation, or discourse is logically structured and easy to understand as a whole. It’s
what allows listeners and readers to connect ideas and make sense of information. While
cohesion provides the formal links between sentences, coherence ensures that the ideas
themselves work together meaningfully and logically
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