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Spring by HENRY HOWARD, EARL OF SURREY

Summary

Henry Howard’s summery sonnet, in summary, is about the coming of summer and the
various ways in which a world previously in a sort of stasis or hibernation is now
springing into life. (‘Soote’ in ‘Soote Season’ means ‘sweet’.) However, despite this,
the poet’s sorrow also springs into new life at this time. We usually associate autumn
and winter with sorrow, but not the summer. The Earl of Surrey makes his sorrow all
the more piquant precisely because it is surrounded by reminders of joy, life, activity,
and vibrancy. Isn’t our own sorrow sometimes all the more keenly felt when everything
else around us is joyful, and we know we should be happy too? But as Diana Wynne

Jones once remarked, ‘Happiness isn’t a thing. You can’t go out and get it like a cup of
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tea. It’s the way you feel about things.” Sometimes there is no rhyme or reason — or
season — to unhappiness. ‘The soote season’ takes up the literary legacy of Middle
English poetry and, specifically, alliterative verse. These move between the soft
sibilance that strike an appropriately summery note (‘soote season’, ‘spray nowe
springes’) and harsher sounds conveying the vivid activity going on in the natural world
(‘tolde her tale’, ‘buck in brake’). In a sense, the final phrase in the poem, ‘sorow

springes’, combines this soft sibilance and the harsher plosives in two words, just as,

earlier in the poem, ‘bringes’ and ‘singes’ had merged into ‘springes.’

That last word, ‘springes’, is especially poignant, given the seasonal focus of the poem:
spring and summer should not give rise to sorrow. And it is all the more arresting given
that it comes hot on the heels of many previous ‘inge’ rhymes: bringes, singes, flinges,
slinges, thinges, and — indeed — springes: ‘Somer is come, for euery spray nowe
springes’. ‘The soote season’ is not only one of the first English sonnets written in
English; it was written by the very man who invented the sonnet form that Shakespeare
would later put his indelible stamp on. But Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey is not as
celebrated as the Bard. Even a preliminary analysis of ‘The soote season’ shows,
however, that he didn’t simply prepare the way for Shakespeare: he wrote a powerfully

affecting and technically accomplished sonnet in his own right.
Poem Analysis

Lines 1-4 Henry Howard started to introduce the countryside of England in beautiful
image. He chooses a beautiful line to begin his sonnet to give some hope to the readers
and the listeners. He started describing the changing that happening during spring the
flora and fauna of nature change for the better. He chose the spring season because he
know the sorrow of his people , so he did not want to shock them with scary image. he
want to giving them a hope. In line 3 he moves on drawing an image of the bird which

“nightingale” changing his feather .it is ironic to use the “nightingale” it is a symbol of




ugliness. once it use by any poet it is give a gloomy atmosphere but, Henry Howard
very cleverly use it at first, in a happy image by telling us that the feathers changed and
changing means something good. However, he using it again in ironic way reflecting
his own age, England is improving but, in wrong way and his people suffering from this
changing first quatrain started contrast between the personal life of the speaker and the
external world of nature. in line 3 Henry Howard also use a new structure technique
which is “Anastrophe” is most often a synonym for hyperbaton, he play of the order of

words to make the poem more musical.

Lines 5-8 He start to describe another season which is summer and it has own good
side in which is give us warmth and springs “Springs” here means ‘“‘encourages new
growth”. He uses metaphors, when he refers to the hart hanging his old head, or the
buck flinging in his winter coat. Henry Howard indirectly calling his people to change
to the better he ask them to change them minds, the way they think and ask them to
enjoy the kind of flourished that England people is having, as country when it
conquered another country they will take their good and their money. In line 3 he
personification a kind of animal in which he remove the skin and wearing another one,
he says to his people let us remove the ugly feature we have in our faces, let us remove
it and live a simple happy life . Also in line 4 he goes on with changing of fishes skin
and everything seems to change weather in spring or summer some or the changing for

good and some of it for bad, the changing is happening any way.

Lines 9-12 He describing now autumn season in a beautiful way that things in autumn
also change and he gives image of ugly thing which after a while it is changing to
beautiful things. In line 3 there is indirect message for his people to work hard like a
bee and he want his people to stand the bees as a symbol for them and working as a
group their hearts together and working in harmony and at that time people in the court

did not working in harmony. They have own fight and clashes he refer indirectly to the




roses war. He asks the court people to work in harmony. Working in harmony will help
to make their society stronger. In line 4 the full stop is indicating to shifting to a new
idea. He beautifully ended the last quatrain that winter is come and it covered
everything, everything went down to it cave or house waiting to spring coming back.
There is cycle of life is presenting in Henry Howard poem. He wants us to learn from
nature and the cycle of nature it is the same of the cycle of human being. Most of the
Images Henry Howard draws it is happy and good one, there is a changing but it is to
better for everyone not just for a particular part. It is indirect technique done by Henry
Howard which later on adopting in the preromantic and the romantic, referring back to
nature. He reflecting to the problem of clashes between the religion in early 16th
century and the church people at that time so involve in religion they almost became a
blind to understand the kind of changing going around them and as a result they force
their people to do something not suitable of that time that what led the protestant to

raise. He says that the harmony of nature is our purpose to do in our own life.

Lines 13-14 This a beautiful couplet chosen by Henry Howard to end his own sonnet in
which he sum up the meaning of the whole sonnet that he sorrow from the loss of his
beloved. In the first line the using of “I” it is refer to personal note which is a technique
used by Henry Howard, so in the last two lines he shifting to talking about his personal
life. He indicated the pleasure in first line of the couplet everything is changing to the
better. However the kind of springs he see whether in summer or spring it changing but
he feelings sorrow, it is keep remind him to his beloved . there is a paradox in this
couplet and one of the important things about Thomas Wyatt and Henry Howard that
they contributed different techniques to literature and one of the technique that Henry
Howard brought is the paradox of the Petrarchan sonnet in which he reflect his personal

feelings and link it with the main theme of whole sonnet.

The Themes of the poem :

1- The sorrow of losing his beloved.




2- The meditation of his own personal life with the natural world.

Nature's Beauty vs. Heartbreak

Spring and summer in Henry Howard's "Description of Spring" fill the world with
nature's beauty, bounty, and variety. These seasons are a time of delight and renewal,
yet, for all their joy, they can't cheer the lovelorn speaker up. In fact, the fresh beauty of
spring and summer simply throws the speaker's sorrow into starker relief. The poem
thus demonstrates the power not just of nature but also of heartbreak, which can

overwhelm people even when there's much to feel happy about.

For its first 12 lines, the poem seems to be a straightforward celebration of spring and
summer. The "soote" (meaning "sweet™) season is a time when the flowers are in "Bud
and bloom," greenery covers the landscape, and a whole host of animals seems to enjoy
the new lease of life that comes with the warmer months. The world casts off the old
and welcomes the new: a snake "slings" away her old skin, a buck deer "flings™ off his

heavy winter coat, and fish flash their "repaired scale[s".[

The rejuvenation of the seasons seems to grant these creatures a sense of purpose and
vitality. Birds eat small flies while the "busy bee" industriously produces more honey.
Spring and summer, of course, are also mating season for many creatures. The speaker
notes that a turtledove has "told her tale" to her mate (that is, she's sung her song to

attract a partner).

But though the plant and animal worlds in the poem seem refreshed and renewed, the
speaker doesn't feel the same way at all. In fact, the speaker's "sorrow" just stands out
more clearly against the backdrop of the seasons' beauty; these signs of joy and delight
are a reminder of how miserable the speaker is because "each thing renews" in spring
"save only the lover.” In other words, the one thing that doesn't refresh along with the
rest of the world is this "lover's" affection. Instead, ironically, what "springs" forth with

the change of season is the speaker's "sorrow." The speaker's heartache is what grows,




as though it too has been given a new lease on life. Happiness, the poem suggests,

doesn't keep time with the seasons—and nothing hits as hard as a broken heart.
The structure of the poem:

it is an English sonnet divided into quatrain and couplet . the rhyme scheme is AB A
B . the couplet is AA Henry Howard also use a new structure technique which is
“Anastrophe” is most often a synonym for hyperbaton, he play of the order of words to
make the poem more musical. He also use the paradox in his sonnet. The poem has a

sad tone.




