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Lecture Y: The Sentence in Arabic

Introduction

The sentence is the basic unit of expression in language, defined as: *meaningful speech that can be paused
upon*, such as: "The sun is shining.", "The student studies.". Meaning is only achieved if the sentence includes
a predicate (khabar) and a subject (mubtada’).

First: Types of Arabic Sentences

Sentences in Arabic are divided into two main types:
). Nominal Sentence (Jumla Ismiyya):
- Structure: Starts with a noun.

- Basic elements:

- Mubtada' (subject): The topic with which the speech begins.

- Khabar (predicate): What is reported about the mubtada’ and completes its meaning.
- Examples:

- The student is diligent (mubtada' + khabar).

- The book is useful.

Y. Verbal Sentence (Jumla Fi'liyya):

- Structure: Starts with a verb.

- Basic elements:

- Verb (fi'l): The temporal event (past, present, imperative).

- Doer (fa'il): The one who performed the action.

- (Object (maf'ul bihi)): The one upon whom the action fell (if the verb is transitive).
- Examples:

- The student loves knowledge (verb + doer + object).

- The man sat (verb + doer).

Second: Sentence Components and Elements

| Component | Function | Example |

| *Mubtada™* | Subject of the nominal sentence | "*The student* is active" |

| *Khabar* | Reports about the mubtada’ | “The sky is *clear*" |

| *Verb* | Action in the verbal sentence | "*The student writes*"" |

| *Fa'il* | The one who performed the action | "The *student™ read" |

| *Maf'ul bihi* | The one upon whom the action fell | "I drank *the water*" |

Third: Simple Sentence and Compound Sentence

V. *Simple Sentence:*

Contains only two basic components (mubtada' and khabar, or verb and fa'il).
Example: "The rose is beautiful."

Y. Compound (Complex) Sentence:

Consists of two or more sentences, connected by conjunctions such as: "wa (and), lakin (but), li'anna (because),
idha (if)...".

Examples:

- "The student studied and succeeded.”

- "The weather is beautiful but the air is cold."”

Fourth: Basic Grammatical Cases in the Sentence*

- *Mubtada' and Khabar:* Often in the nominative case (sign of nominative: damma, alif, or waw).
- *Fa'il:* Always in the nominative case.

- *Maf'ul bihi:* In the accusative case (sign of accusative: fatha, ya', or alif).

Fifth: Practical Examples*

| *Sentence* | *Type* | *Analysis*

| "The economy flourished" | Verbal | Past verb + fa'il

| "The teachers are sincere” | Nominal | Mubtada' + khabar

| "The boy ate the apple" | Verbal | Verb + fa'il + maf'ul bihi

| "The weather is moderate and summer is coming" | Compound nominal | Two nominal sentences connected by
"wa

Conclusion




Y. A sentence is either *nominal* (starts with a noun) or *verbal* (starts with a verb).
Y. The basis of a nominal sentence is: *mubtada’ + khabar*.

Y. The basis of a verbal sentence is: *verb + fa'il* (maf'ul bihi may be added)

¢, A sentence is classified as *simple* (one idea) or *compound* (more than one sentence).

°. Grammatical case varies according to the word's position in the sentence.




