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Lecture 1

Subordinates

Introduction

Subordinates are among the most important topics in Arabic grammar. They are nouns that follow what
precedes them in inflection, and they include four main types: adjective (na't), emphasis (tawkid), conjunction
(atf), and apposition (badal). Mastering subordinates is essential for understanding the structure of the Arabic
sentence and its grammatical analysis.

First: Definition of Subordinates

Subordinates are words that follow what precedes them (the followed word) in:

* Inflection (nominative, accusative, genitive)

* Masculine and feminine gender

* Definiteness and indefiniteness

» Singularity, duality, and plurality

Second: Types of Subordinates

V. Adjective (Na't)

» Definition: A subordinate that is mentioned to describe a characteristic of the followed word.
* Types:

0 Real: Describes the essence of the followed word (I saw a diligent student).

0 Causal: Describes what is related to the followed word (I passed by a village whose scenery was beautiful).
* Conditions:

0 Must match the noun it describes in:

« Inflection (nominative, accusative, genitive)

& Definiteness and indefiniteness

& Masculine and feminine gender

& Number (singularity, duality, plurality)

» Examples:

0 "l read a useful book." (useful: accusative adjective)

0 "The diligent student came." (diligent: nominative adjective)

Y. Emphasis (Tawkid)

* Definition: A subordinate that is mentioned to strengthen the followed word and remove doubt about it.
* Types:

0 Verbal: Repetition of the word (Muhammad, Muhammad came).

0 Semantic: Using specific words (nafs, ayn, kull, jami’, kila, kilta).

* Inflection:

o Follows the emphasized word in inflection.

o (nafs, ayn) are added to a pronoun referring to the emphasized word.

* Examples:

0 "l saw the president himself." (himself: accusative emphasis)

o0 "All the students attended.” (all of them: nominative emphasis)

Y. Conjunction (Atf)

* Definition: A subordinate that is connected to the followed word by a conjunction particle.

» Conjunction particles:

o waw, fa, thumma, aw, am, bal, lakin, hatta, la, thumma

* Types:

0 Explanatory conjunction: (Khalid, the knight, came).

0 Sequential conjunction: (Muhammad and Ali came).

* Inflection:

o0 Follows the conjoined word in inflection.

* Examples:

0 "l read the book and the story." (the story: accusative conjoined word)

0 "The father traveled, then the son.” (the son: nominative conjoined word)

¢, Apposition (Badal)

* Definition: A subordinate that clarifies the intended meaning of the followed word.




* Types:

V. Apposition of whole for whole: (I read the book, Layla's story).

Y. Apposition of part for whole: (I ate half of the loaf).

Y. Apposition of inclusion: (Zayd's knowledge impressed me).

¢, Apposition of contrast: (Khalid, the horse, came).

* Inflection:

o Follows the word it replaces in inflection.

* Examples:

0 "I visited my friend Khalid." (Khalid: accusative apposition)

0 "The garden's flowers impressed me." (its flowers: nominative apposition)
Third: Differences between Subordinates

Type Relationship to Followed Word Particles Agreement

Adjective Description of characteristic None Complete

Emphasis Strengthening meaning (nafs, ayn) In inflection only
Conjunction Sharing in ruling Conjunction particles In inflection only
Apposition Clarification of intent None In inflection only

Fifth: Common Mistakes

V. Confusing adjective and adverb.

Y. Lack of agreement between adjective and the noun it describes.

Y. Error in using conjunction particles.

¢, Confusing apposition and emphasis.

Conclusion

Mastering subordinates requires:

V. Understanding their types and characteristics of each type.

Y. Practicing with different examples.

Y. Practical application in grammatical analysis.

¢, Continuous review of rules.

dvice: "Subordinates are the grammatical knot of the sentence. Whoever masters them analyzes with ease, and
whoever errs in them gets confused in inflection.”




