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Victorian age in details 

 

 

Teaching the Victorian Age in detail requires covering its historical context, social 

transformations, literary movements, and key writers. Begin by explaining the 

period from 1837 to 1901 during Queen Victoria's reign, highlighting how the 

Industrial Revolution shifted Britain from an agrarian society to an industrialized 

nation, leading to urbanization, the rise of the middle class, and new social 

challenges like poverty, overcrowded cities, and poor working conditions. Discuss 

how these societal changes influenced Victorian literature, particularly the works 

of Charles Dickens, who addressed the struggles of the poor and criticized social 

injustices in novels like Oliver Twist and Hard Times. Next, explore the impact of 

Victorian morality, focusing on the era’s strict social codes and values, which 

emphasized respectability, family, and duty. This moral framework deeply 

influenced literature, with authors like Elizabeth Gaskell and George Eliot 

exploring issues of class, gender, and moral dilemmas. Explain the tension between 

traditional beliefs and scientific advancements, especially with the publication of 

Charles Darwin's On the Origin of Species, which challenged established religious 

views and introduced themes of doubt and existential questioning in literature. 
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Conclude by discussing the major literary movements, such as realism, which 

sought to depict everyday life with accuracy and detail, as seen in the works of 

William Makepeace Thackeray and Thomas Hardy, who often portrayed the 

struggles and complexities of Victorian society. This approach helps students 

understand the multifaceted nature of the Victorian Age and its lasting influence 

on English literature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


