-

e Azalall

4liy) a plalt Ay il a_isy
FERREENFHI i
ag) g0 4 ) Aalily Balal) ol
Novel 45y ARl Balal) sl
O s s Saadlae (e ) )

GUSSAN yuanll e day po B pla0 | Ay jal) A3l 3 pdlan) ol sie

Rapid review on Victorian age | 480y 4alll 3 palaal) o gie

5 SJA.AM‘?EJ

Rapid review on Victorian age

When delivering a lecture on the Victorian Age, start by providing an overview of
the period's historical and social context, emphasizing its influence on literature,
culture, and intellectual thought. The Victorian era, spanning from 1837 to 1901
during the reign of Queen Victoria, was a time of rapid change, marked by the
Industrial Revolution, advances in science and technology, and major shifts in
social and political life. These transformations deeply influenced the literature of
the time, leading to the rise of the novel as the dominant literary form, reflecting
both the concerns and values of Victorian society.

Begin by explaining how the Industrial Revolution dramatically altered England’s
economy and social structure, leading to urbanization, the rise of the middle class,
and new social challenges such as poverty, inequality, and poor working
conditions. These issues were central themes in many Victorian novels, with
writers like Charles Dickens addressing the struggles of the working class and the
moral consequences of industrialization in works such as Oliver Twist and Hard

Times.
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Next, introduce the impact of scientific advancements, such as Charles Darwin’s
theory of evolution, which challenged religious and traditional beliefs, sparking
debates about faith, morality, and humanity’s place in the world. Victorian
literature often reflected these intellectual tensions, with authors like George Eliot
and Thomas Hardy exploring questions of doubt, determinism, and human
progress.

Discuss the social norms and values of the time, including the emphasis on
morality, respectability, and the roles of men and women in society. The Victorian
“ideal” of womanhood, often referred to as the “Angel in the House,” celebrated
women’s roles as passive, pure, and domestic, but many writers, such as Elizabeth
Barrett Browning and Charlotte Bronté, began to challenge these rigid gender
expectations.

Lastly, highlight the major literary trends of the Victorian era, such as realism,
which aimed to depict everyday life and society with accuracy and detail. The
Victorian novel became a powerful tool for social commentary, addressing issues
like class, gender, and morality. Major novelists like William Makepeace
Thackeray, George Eliot, and the Bronté sisters contributed to this literary
movement, each focusing on different aspects of Victorian life and human nature.
Conclude by discussing how the Victorian Age was not only a time of material
progress but also of moral questioning, as writers grappled with the rapid changes
and contradictions of their world. This period laid the foundation for many
modern ideas and literary techniques, making it a critical era to understand in the
history of English literature. By examining the social, political, and intellectual
forces that shaped the literature of the time, students can gain a comprehensive
understanding of the Victorian Age and its lasting influence on culture and
thought.
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