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 محتوى المحاضرة التاسعة

➢ Symbols and transcription 

• Symbols are basically used for one of two purposes: either they are 

symbols for phonemes (phonemic symbols) or they are phonetic 

symbols.  

• The number of phonemic symbols must be exactly the same as the 

number of phonemes we decide exist in the language.  

• However, some of our phonemic symbols consist of two characters; 

for example, we usually treat ʧ (as in ‘chip’ ʧɪp) as one phoneme, so ʧ 

is a phonemic symbol consisting of two characters (t and ʃ). 

• Phonemic transcription is one of the traditional exercises in 

pronunciation teaching by phonetic methods in which every speech 

sound must be identified as one of the phonemes and written with 

the appropriate symbol. 

• There are two different kinds of transcription exercise:  

1) transcription from dictation in which the student must listen to a 

person, or a recording, and write down what they hear; 

2) transcription from a written text in which the student is given a 

passage written in orthography (the spelling system in a language) 

and must use phonemic symbols to represent how she or he thinks it 

would be pronounced by a speaker of a particular accent.  
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• There are a lot of diacritics (marks which modify the symbol in some 

way) 

• For example, the symbol for cardinal vowel no. 4 [a] may 

be modified by putting two dots above it. This 

centralisation diacritic then gives us the symbol [ä] for a 

vowel which is nearer to central than [a]. 

• Phonetic transcription is a transcription that is much more accurate in 

phonetic detail, and contains much more information than a 

phonemic transcription.  

• Narrow phonetic transcription is a phonetic transcription containing a 

lot of information about the exact quality of the sounds.   

• Broad phonetic transcription is only included a little more 

information than a phonemic transcription.  

• Allophonic transcription is one which is basically phonemic but 

contains additional symbolic information about allophones of 

particular symbols.  

• When symbols are used to represent precise phonetic values, rather 

than phonemes, they are often enclosed in square brackets [ ].  

• Phonemic symbols are enclosed within slant brackets / /. 
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➢ Phonology 

 

 


